Grade-Separation Options

The Study Team assessed two rail grade-separation options:

X

* Underpass — pathway under the VIA Rail tracks Passage inférieur — le sentier sous le ralil.
 Overpass - pathway overthe VIA Rail tracks Pont d’étagement - le sentier sur le rail.

Underpass option is preferred:

» Better accessibility and user experience, as is a shorter crossing;
* More compact project footprint, due to shorter ramps;

* Less visually intrusive, due to lower vertical clearance required;

» Better connects with the existing East-\West pathway network;

* Lower construction and maintenance costs; and

« Compatible with future grade-separation of Jockvale Road, avoiding future
conflicts and throw-away costs.



What We Heard

Provide East-West crossings of Jockvale Road, north and
south of railway

Consider a sidewalk on the east side of Jockvale Road that
connects to the pathway

Complete the East-West pathway east of Jockvale Road

Concern over mixing cyclists and pedestrians with
accessiblility constraints

Safety concerns when using the underpass (vandalism and
criminal behavior)

Minimize property impacts and removal of trees
Provide rest areas and benches along the pathway
VIA Rail train schedule / constructability

Project cost

Consider persons with environmental sensitivities/ health
conditions

Some members of the community do not perceive safety
problems at this crossing



Key Project Design Considerations

The process to develop Design Alternatives included an
assessment of the following elements:

1.

Underpass Design and Constructability - the most
effective way to provide an underpass given VIA Rail’s
operating schedule and limited construction window.

. Existing East-West MUP Connections - the best way

to merge the proposed grade-separated North-South
underpass with the existing East-West pathway.

. Connectivity across Jockvale Road - a proper

crossing for users of East-West pathway to cross
Jockvale Road.

. Sanitary Force Main Diversion - an existing sanitary

force main runs parallel to the VIA Rail line. Considering
a MUP underpass, the sewer would be in conflict with
the pathway.

. Storm Water Management - storm water management

for the underpass and associated pathways.
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