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	Section 1. Introduction
	1.1 Context
	Ottawa’s population surpassed a million people in 2019, doubling its population over the past fifty years. With this growth we have seen fundamental changes to who we are as a city - from the growth of Kanata, Barrhaven and Orléans, to amalgamation, t...
	By 2046 it is expected that Ottawa’s population will surpass 1.4 million people, within an Ottawa-Gatineau region that is expected to grow to over 2 million people. Our vision for the future is that Ottawa will become the most liveable mid-sized city ...
	The Official Plan is a key foundational document that will help us achieve these objectives. The Official Plan directs how the city will grow over time and sets out policies to guide the development and growth of our city. Our new Official Plan positi...
	1.2 Role of the Official Plan Ottawa’s Official Plan is a legal document, adopted under the authority of the Ontario Planning Act.  Municipal Official Plans are required to contain goals, objectives and policies in order to manage and direct physical ...
	1.2 Role of the Official Plan Ottawa’s Official Plan is a legal document, adopted under the authority of the Ontario Planning Act.  Municipal Official Plans are required to contain goals, objectives and policies in order to manage and direct physical ...

	1.3  Recognition of Algonquin Territory Ottawa is located on unceded territory of the Algonquin Anishinabe Host Nation. The peoples of the Algonquin Anishinabe Host Nation have lived on this territory for millennia. Today, Ottawa is home to approxima...
	1.4 How to use the Official Plan
	This Plan contains the City’s goals, objectives and policies intended to manage and direct physical change, and the effects of this change on Ottawa’s social, economic, built and natural environment. The following should be considered by the reader:

	1.5 Coordination with Federal Planning and Planning by the Ville           de Gatineau
	Ottawa’s growth has largely been shaped by its role as Canada’s capital. Through the work of the National Capital Commission and its predecessors, Ottawa is known as the home to Canada’s national symbols, including Parliament Hill, the National Galler...
	At the same time, Ottawa has grown to become a major Canadian city and part of a larger metropolitan area (see Figure 3) of a million and half people that includes the Ville de Gatineau and surrounding municipalities in Ontario and Québec. With this g...
	Strengthening our role as a major metropolitan centre and national capital will require ongoing cooperation with the Ville de Gatineau and surrounding municipalities on key files such as transit and economic development, as well as with the National C...


	Section 2. Strategic Directions
	2.1 The Big Policy Moves
	This new Official Plan is proposing five broad policy directions as the foundation to becoming the most liveable mid-sized city in North America over the next century.
	Ottawa is projected to grow by 402,000 people by 2046, requiring 194,800 new private households. The City will accommodate this growth within its existing neighbourhoods and villages, in undeveloped greenfield areas within Ottawa’s urban boundary and ...
	The Official Plan will increase the share of future growth to be within Ottawa’s existing built-up area to 60 per cent by 2046, by putting in place zoning and other mechanisms to give the City the opportunity to avoid or delay further expansions. In s...
	This balanced approach to growth management is intended to mitigate the effects of growth on land consumption, avoid spaces of agricultural or ecological importance, efficiently use public services and moderate the impacts to municipal financial resou...
	The overarching mobility goal of the Official Plan is that by the end of its planning horizon, more than half of all trips will be made by sustainable transportation such as walking, cycling, transit or carpooling.
	Increasing the share of trips by sustainable modes of transportation is urgently needed to meet the City’s climate change goals, given that 40 per cent of Ottawa’s current greenhouse gas emissions are transportation related. Supporting active transpor...
	Achieving this Big Move relies heavily on leveraging the City’s generational-level investments in transit, particularly the construction of Stage 2 Light Rail Transit (LRT) and ongoing efforts to plan and seek funding for the Baseline Bus Rapid Transi...
	Ottawa is a city of neighbourhoods and Villages. Each of these neighbourhoods and Villages have their own characteristics that make them different from each other. Yet, despite these differences, the elements of successful neighbourhoods and Villages ...
	The Official Plan introduces a transect approach to planning that will better distinguish, by context, Ottawa’s distinct neighbourhoods and rural Villages, resulting in policies that are better tailored to an area’s context, age and function in the ci...

	2.2 Cross Cutting Issues
	Some of the City’s policy goals require implementation policies that span multiple themes and fall under a number of other City policies, plans, by-laws and operational or other practices. For instance, creating healthy and inclusive communities requi...
	Subsections 2.2.1 to 2.2.6 provide the broader context and policy intent related to these issues. However, the Official Plan policies that give effect to the policy intent of each cross-cutting issue are embedded throughout many sections of this Plan....
	The Official Plan guides the city’s physical growth and change. It is not the only City document that plans for its operations and services. Many of these cross-cutting issues are addressed in other City policy documents and plans (see Subsection 1.4)...

	2.2.1  Intensification and Diversifying Housing Options
	Ottawa will grow by 402,000 people from 2018 to 2046. This growth presents significant challenges in terms of how to provide choice in housing types and prices, how to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and how to design a transportation system that ...
	Section 3 outlines the growth projection within Ottawa to 2046 with over half of urban residential growth occurring within the built-up area. Intensification in this Plan incorporates the definition of intensification in the Provincial Policy Statemen...
	The growth management strategy includes a 60 per cent intensification target by 2046. This means that by 2046, 60 per cent of all new dwelling units will be built in existing neighbourhoods as opposed to undeveloped greenfield lands.
	This Plan envisions directing residential intensification towards Hubs, Corridors and surrounding Neighbourhoods where daily and weekly needs can be accessed within a short walk. This direction will support an evolution of these areas towards becoming...
	This necessitates both simplifying the rules for intensification and using design approaches to create the demand for living in multi-family housing typologies.
	Much of the demand for new housing is expected to be for ground-oriented units, such as single-detached, semi-detached, rowhouse dwellings and new forms not yet developed. However, opportunities to provide for these dwelling types are limited within a...

	2.2.2  Economic Development
	As Ottawa reaches the next threshold in population it also gains a certain critical mass that begins to generate more opportunities, both from the organic growth of a larger domestic market, and from increased investment interest from global stakehold...
	As Canada’s capital, almost 30 per cent of the City’s economic activity and one-third of employed residents are attributable to the public sector, which includes all three levels of government and government-funded organizations like universities and ...
	While these sectors are important to Ottawa’s economy there is a broad range of other industries and services, both big and small, that make vital contributions to the economy and quality of life.
	The role of the Official Plan in economic development is to establish through land use policies a framework that will contribute to the sustainability, resiliency, diversification and growth of the local economy. The land use policies should support e...
	In addition to land use policies, the City of Ottawa also takes a strategic approach to economic development through a Council approved Economic Development Strategy that is generally updated every Term of Council. Strategic objectives, initiatives an...

	2.2.3 Energy and Climate Change
	2.2.4 Healthy and Inclusive Communities
	2.2.5 Gender and Racial Equity
	2.2.6 Culture

	Figure 4
	Section 3. Growth Management Framework
	3.1  Designate Sufficient Land for Growth
	3.2  Support Intensification
	3.3 Design new neighbourhoods to be 15-minute neighbourhoods
	3.4  Focus rural growth in villages
	3.5 Meet employment needs

	Section 4. City-Wide Policies
	4.1 Mobility
	4.1.1  Provide mobility options to safely and equitably navigate the city
	4.1.2  Promote healthy 15-minute neighbourhoods
	4.1.3  Support growth management and a greener and more            resilient city
	4.1.4  Support the shift towards sustainable modes of transportation
	4.1.5  Ensure new mobility solutions facilitate seamless, multi-modal            travel
	4.1.6  Guide the inter-urban flow of people and goods
	4.1.7  Protect and invest in rights of way
	4.2.1  Enable greater flexibility and an adequate supply and diversity            of housing options throughout the city
	4.2.2  Maximize the ability to provide affordable housing throughout            the city
	4.2.3  Protect existing rental housing stock and support the production            of more rental units
	4.2.4  Direct attention to the needs of those households with the lowest 40 per cent of income levels, as well as other vulnerable groups
	4.2.5 Implement Inclusionary Zoning
	4.3 Large-scale Institutions and Facilities
	4.3.1  Ensure large-scale institutions and facilities are within 400            metres walking distance of rapid transit or along a Mainstreet            Corridor with frequent street transit
	4.3.2 Design large-scale institutions and facilities to coordinate with           the existing urban fabric
	4.4 Parks and Recreation Facilities
	4.4.1  Identify park priorities within Ottawa’s growth areas
	4.4.2  Guide decision-making for future parks
	4.4.3  Provide new parks in the Downtown Core and Inner Urban            transects
	4.4.4  Emphasize larger parks in the Outer Urban and Suburban            transects
	4.4.5  Prioritize location of new rural parks in Villages
	4.4.6  Design parks that contribute to quality of life and respond to            climate change
	4.5 Cultural Heritage and Archaeology
	4.5.1  Conserve properties, areas and landscapes of cultural heritage            value
	4.5.2  Manage built and cultural heritage resources through the            development  process
	4.5.3  Promote partnerships through leadership, community            engagement and incentives
	4.5.4  Conserve sites of archaeological value
	4.6 Urban Design
	4.6.1 Promote design excellence in Design Priority Areas
	4.6.2  Protect views and enhance Scenic Routes including those            associated with national symbols
	4.6.3  Ensure capital investments enhance the City's streets, sidewalks, and other public spaces supporting a healthy lifestyle
	4.6.4  Encourage innovative design practices and technologies in site            planning and building design
	4.6.5  Ensure effective site planning that supports the objectives of            Corridors, Hubs, Neighbourhoods and the character of our            villages and rural landscapes
	4.6.6  Enable the sensitive integration of new development of            Low-rise, Mid-rise and High-rise buildings to ensure Ottawa            meets its intensification targets while considering  liveability            for all
	4.7 Drinking Water, Wastewater and Stormwater Infrastructure
	4.7.1  Provide adequate, cost-effective drinking water, wastewater            and stormwater infrastructure, and assist in meeting growth            targets in the urban area
	4.7.2  Pursue an affordable and sustainable pattern of infrastructure            development
	4.8 Natural Heritage, Greenspace and the Urban Forest
	4.8.1  Protect the City’s natural environment through identification of            a Natural Heritage System, Natural Heritage Features and            related policies
	4.8.2  Provide residents with equitable access to an urban forest            canopy
	4.8.3  Provide residents with equitable access to an inclusive urban            greenspace network
	4.9 Water Resources
	4.9.1  Protect, improve or restore the quality and quantity of surface             water features and groundwater features
	4.9.2  Keep watercourses in a natural state while managing erosion,            slope stability and flooding concerns
	4.9.3   Restrict or limit development and site alteration near surface            water features
	4.9.4 Restrict or limit development and site alteration near           groundwater features
	4.9.5  Implement the policies of the Mississippi-Rideau Source            Protection Plan and the Source Protection Plan for the            Raisin-South Nation Source Protection Region
	4.10 School Facilities
	4.10.1  Make it safe and easy to walk, bike or take a bus to school              through supportive site and neighbourhood design
	4.10.2  Locate schools and other neighbourhood uses close together to              provide convenient access to residents
	4.10.3  Make trees an important component of a school’s              outdoor space
	4.11  Generally Permitted Uses

	Section 5. Transects
	5.1 Downtown Core Transect
	5.1.1  Maintain and enhance an urban pattern of built form, site design            and mix of uses
	5.1.2  Prioritize walking, cycling and transit within, and to and from, the            Downtown Core
	5.1.3  Locate the tallest buildings and greatest densities in the            Downtown Core Transect
	5.1.4  Provide direction to the Hubs and Corridors located within the            Downtown Core Transect
	5.1.5  Provide direction to the Neighbourhoods located within the            Downtown Core Transect
	5.2 Inner Urban Transect
	5.2.1  Enhance or establish an            urban pattern of built               form, site design and mix            of uses
	5.2.2  Prioritize walking, cycling and transit within, and to and from, the            Inner Urban Transect
	5.2.3  Provide direction to the Hubs and Mainstreet Corridors located            within the Inner Urban Transect
	5.2.4  Provide direction to the Neighbourhoods located within the Inner             Urban Transect
	5.3 Outer Urban Transect
	5.3.1  Recognize a suburban pattern of built form and site design
	5.3.2  Enhance mobility options and street connectivity in the Outer            Urban Transect
	5.3.3  Provide direction to the Hubs and Corridors located within the            Outer Urban Transect
	5.3.4  Provide direction to Neighbourhoods            located within the Outer Urban            Transect
	5.4 Suburban Transect
	5.4.1  Recognize a suburban pattern of built form and site design while            supporting an evolution towards 15-minute neighbourhoods
	5.4.2  Enhance mobility options and street connectivity in the Suburban            Transect
	5.4.3  Provide direction to the Hubs and Corridors located within the            Suburban Transect
	5.4.4  Provide direction for new development in the Suburban Transect
	5.4.5  Provide direction to Neighbourhoods located within the Suburban            Transect
	5.5 Greenbelt and Rural Transect areas
	5.5.1  Recognize a rural pattern of built form and site design
	5.5.2  Recognize mobility options and street connectivity in the            Greenbelt and Rural Transects
	5.6 Overlays
	5.6.1  Built Form Overlays
	5.6.1.1  Provide built form direction for the urban area where               intensification is anticipated to occur
	5.6.2 Future Neighbourhood Overlay
	5.6.2.1 Create 15-minute neighbourhoods supported by funded transit              and infrastructure
	5.6.3  Aggregate Overlays
	5.6.3.1  Protect important mineral aggregate resources of good quantity               and quality and close to market, from incompatible               development
	5.6.3.2  Protect existing licensed mineral aggregate operations from               incompatible development and minimize negative effects on               neighbourhoods
	5.6.4  Natural Heritage Overlays
	5.6.4.1  Protect the Natural Heritage               System and Natural Heritage                Features

	Section 6. Urban Designations
	6.1 Hubs
	6.1.1 Define the Hubs and set the stage for their function and change           over the life of this Plan
	6.2 Corridors
	6.2.1 Define the Corridors and set           the stage for their function
	and change over the life of this           Plan
	6.2.2  Recognize Mainstreet Corridors as having a different context and            setting out policies to foster their development
	6.3 Neighbourhoods
	6.3.1  Define neighbourhoods and set the stage for their function and            change over the life of this Plan
	6.3.2  Guide the evolution of neighbourhoods based on their context,            location, age, maturity and needs, generally towards the model of            15-minute neighbourhoods
	6.3.3  Ensure that neighbourhoods form the cornerstone of liveability            in Ottawa
	6.4 Industrial and Logistics
	6.4.1 Preserve land in strategic locations for goods movement and logistics uses
	6.4.2  Ensure adverse impacts on sensitive uses are minimized
	6.4.3  Limit ancillary uses to avoid conflict with industrial uses and            minimize absorption of land for non-industrial uses
	6.5 Mixed Industrial
	6.5.1  Preserve land for uses that require a business park environment            for their operation
	6.5.2 Act as a transition between Neighbourhoods and Industrial areas

	6.5.3 Permit small scale neighbourhood-based uses along the edge of           Mixed Industrial areas where they interface with neighbourhoods
	6.6.1 Strengthen the role of Special           Districts as places that are           important to the city’s           identity, and emphasize and           increase their contribution to          Ottawa’s culture
	6.6.2  Category 1: Support the City-defining Special Districts as areas of            representing Ottawa’s identity and cluster of cultural assets
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	7.3 Protect the ecosystem services of natural features and recognize           their role in building resilience to future climate conditions
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