Tents, Patios, Awnings and Canopies

FACT SHEET

A building permit may be required for temporary tents, patios,
awnings and canopies during the COVID-19 pandemic. Additional
information and requirements on tents and patios can be found
on the Right of Way web page (ottawa.ca/patiopermits). The

following outlines the requirements for tents, patios, awnings
and canopies including exemptions for when a building permit
would not be required.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Update: Tents, awnings and canopies require a building permit
unless exempted below.

The following exemptions are applicable to tents, patios, awnings
and canopies:

TENT EXEMPTIONS

A tent or group of tents is exempt from a building permit if all
the following are met:

e The tent or combination of tents is not more than 60m?
in aggregate ground area,

¢ The tent is not attached to a building, and

e The tent shall be constructed more than 3 m from all other
structures, including buildings on the same property.

Regardless of the exemption for a building permit, the structure
and its components, connections and fabric must be designed
to resist snow and wind loads for Ottawa. As per the Ontario

Building Code, an allowance for the removal of the snow should

not form part of the design. All fabric, textile or film is required
to be certified to CAN/ULC-S109 Flame Tests of Flame-Resistant
Fabrics and Films or NFPA 701 Fire Tests for Flame Propagation.

AWNING OR CANOPY EXEMPTIONS

An awning or canopy is exempt from a building permit if the
following are met:

e The awning or canopy is attached to the building and
does not project more than 300mm from the face of the
building.

PATIO EXEMPTIONS

A patio is exempt from a building permit if all the following
are met:

e The patio structure is supported directly on the ground
(not raised nor constructed on deck blocks),

e The patio must not have an occupant load exceeding
the aggregate sum of the occupant loads permitted for
interior and exterior spaces,

e The patio must not adversely impact the existing exiting
arrangement from building(s) or patio(s), and

e The patio must not adversely impact the existing barrier-
free accessibility to building(s) or patio(s).

BUILDING PERMITS

Any tent, patio, awning and canopy that does not satisfy all
requirements for an exemption is required to be erected under
the benefit of a building permit. Where a building permit is
required, site specific pre-consultation with a Building Official
is recommended and may be arranged by calling 613-580-2424
ext. 14259 or via email at BuildingPermits@ottawa.ca.

Location Requirements

e Ontario Building Code requires tents constructed under
the benefit of a building permit to be located at least 3 m
away from property lines and all other structures, includ-
ing buildings on the same property.

Structural Requirements

e The structure and all components, connections and fabric,
as applicable, are required to be designed by a Professional
Engineer. The design must be able to resist all snow and
wind load requirements for Ottawa.
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Fabric, Textile or Film Requirements

e All fabric, textile or film, as applicable, is required to be
certified to CAN/ULC-5109 Flame Tests of Flame-Resistant
Fabrics and Films or NFPA 701 Fire Tests for Flame Propa-
gation. The certification of the fabric must form part of the
design documents submitted for permit.

Mechanical Requirements

e Tents, awnings and canopies that are intended to be
equipped with a fuel fired appliance or heater, as appli-
cable, shall comply with the clearance and ventilation
requirements provided by the manufacturer and all appli-
cable standards.

Enclosure Requirements

e At least two full sides of the outdoor dining area must
be open to the outdoors and must not be substantially
blocked by any walls or other impermeable physical barriers
as per Provincial legislation.

The Ontario Building Code (http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/
statutes/english/elaws _statutes 92b23 e.htm) outlines the
minimum requirements for all building construction and can be
viewed on the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
website. (http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/site4.aspx)

If you require the services of a Development Information Officer,
please reach out as follows:

o (Central District 613-580-2424, ext. 28333 or
diolaurier@ottawa.ca

e South District 613-580-2424, ext. 41250 or
diocentrepointe@ottawa.ca

e West District 613-580-2424, ext. 33321 or
diokanata@ottawa.ca

e East District 613-580-2424, ext. 29242 or
diocentrum@ottawa.ca

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit the Tents, Patios, Awnings and Canopies page at https://
ottawa.ca/en/planning-development-and-construction/building-
and-renovating/do-i-need-building-permit/tents-patios-awnings-

and-canopies.
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